The Synthetic Solution 

Improving Your Golf Game in the Comfort of Your Own Backyard
Mountain West Golf Magazine, Fall 2005
As you look around at the ever-increasing number of golf courses and practice facilities and browse through all the new golf equipment in your local pro shop, you may be surprised to learn that the fastest growing part of the golf industry could be as close as your own backyard.  The business of synthetic putting surfaces is riding a wave of explosive growth into 2004.  

One of the major players in the synthetic turf industry, Synthetic Turf International (STI) of Jupiter, FL reports that five years ago, they were installing around 100 to 200 greens per year.  This year, with the help of 83 distributors across the United States, STI will install around 1200 greens, with an average size of between 700 and 800 square feet.  Another boost will come from their synthetic lawn business, which four years ago made up only 5 percent of annual sales, and today is up to 40 percent.

So, what’s all the fuss about?  Why choose a synthetic putting surface over a traditional grass putting surface?  While the idea of having your very own “real” green in the backyard is very alluring, the majority of people are not prepared for the constant care and maintenance required to keep them green and playable…not to mention the costs involved.  With a synthetic putting surface, there may be a bit more of an investment involved in the front end, but the bucks stop there.
There are two kinds of synthetic putting surfaces—nylon and sand-filled polypropylene, and consumers should be certain they chose a company that offers both.  (A company that only sells one or the other will most likely badmouth the product they don’t sell and may try to force their product into an application that doesn’t really fit the customer’s needs.)

A nylon putting surface has the look and feel of a real Bentgrass green, it rolls smooth and consistent (between 10 and 11 on the Stimp meter), and best of all it’s guaranteed to stay green, despite the hot summers and cold winters here in the Mountain West. This green is perfect for the golfer who is really working to improve the short game…putting, short wedges, and bump-and-run shots.  Best of all, there is no watering, mowing, or fertilizing…and thus no bugs or weeds.  All you need is a leaf blower to remove any debris that may get on the putting surface.
On the other hand, a sand-filled polypropylene green is ideal for the golfer who wants to hit shots into the green from beyond 20 to 30 yards. The amount of sand that goes into these greens (generally 7-9 pounds per square foot) will absorb the energy of a full golf shot and the ball will “bite” like on a real green.  These greens roll about 9 on the stimp meter and are perfect for the golfer who is really looking to improve approach shots from some distance out.  This type of green, however, does require some maintenance, as the large amount of sand will have a tendency to blow, shift or wash.

The leading companies in the industry will design and plot your green to fit your property, working closely with the customer to insure that the design fits their needs.  Green packages range from complete installs, to self-installs, to above ground (portable) greens.   Customers should be careful to make sure that regardless of which product they chose, the company will stand behind them and have someone within a reasonable distance of their location to support them.

Synthetic Turf International, with headquarters in Jupiter, FL has a Western US network including partners in Idaho, Utah, Washington, Oregon, and Nevada. STI has installed synthetic turf practice facilities for world-renowned golf teacher, David Leadbetter, and LPGA professional Jan Stephenson. They have installed test facilities for the leading golf ball manufacturer in Oceanside, California. And, they are the only company in the industry to have a PGA professional, Skip Kendall, wearing their logo “inside the ropes” on the PGA Tour. 

Medalist Putting Greens of Idaho is the Idaho distributor for STI, and has installed world-class synthetic putting greens across the state of Idaho. They have installed greens on both residential and commercial properties, with an average size of 730 square feet. The greens are professionally installed (with warrantees on workmanship and product) and the average installation takes about three to five days.  Expect to pay around $15 per square foot for a professional nylon installation, and around $12 per square foot for a professional sand-filled installation.    

Golf has gone beyond being just a sport, or even a religion to some people…golf is a now a lifestyle…and all serious golfers owe it to themselves to bring their golf games home to their very own world-class putting facility. Start knocking strokes off your game…in the comfort of your own backyard.









